English 102: Composition II
SECTION G (Tuesday & Thursday, 9:30-10:50am, Room 2953)

Truman College, SPRING 2008

Instructor:

Benjamin Ortiz, Assistant Professor (http://www.benortiz.com)

Office/Hours: 

#2737 — Tu&Th 8:30-9:30am / Tu 1-3pm / Th 3-6pm



(…also by appointment, per your request and teacher availability…)

Phone/E-mail/Box:
773.907-4376, bortiz@ccc.edu, Mail #112 (preferred: “Ortiz” in Room 2915)

( Course Description and Objectives

[image: image1.wmf]Following English 101, Composition 102 continues to focus on the skills necessary for college writing assignments. Basic college and workplace communication requires critical analysis of texts (writing, media, situations, and people). Likewise, full participation in public society requires effective expression of coherent and convincing ideas. That’s why English 102 builds on the mechanics of reading, thinking, discussing, and writing about texts. Also, English 102 students learn how to locate, evaluate, cite, and document sources for a research paper. Upon successful completion of this course, students will possess the fundamentals to research and write an argumentative paper of extended length and depth. Finally, this specific 102 section deals with the issue of “globalization” as a theme to inform and direct the course. Every Truman College classroom is populated with students and stories from around the world, so this workshop-style course uses constantly updated content from texts, research, and life experience, about our international cultures, conflicts, and challenges.

( Summary of Educational Outcomes
These are the areas you should have mastered upon successfully completing this course:

(1) RESEARCH — Locate, evaluate, document, and cite sources relevantly and effectively.

(2) READING — Evaluate texts critically, identify elements of argument, articulate opposing viewpoints, and respond effectively with research and writing.

(3) WRITING — Build on 101 preparation and ultimately write an informed, argumentative research paper of advanced work and thought.

ULTIMATE GOAL: To develop critical intellectual skills necessary for advancement. Every single rule, expectation, assignment, and minute we spend in class runs with this goal in mind.

( Attendance and Preparedness Policies
Success in a writing class depends on consistent preparation, attendance, and participation. Simply put: You did NOT sign up for a web class, and so you MUST arrive on time and ready. (Truman will have parking problems this semester, and therefore it’s up to YOU to travel earlier, so you can arrive on time with your homework complete.) Lateness and absence also disrupt your teacher and classmates, who have a right to a classroom free from distraction. Therefore: All assignments are due on the day specified on your syllabus or by the instructor. Late work will not be accepted for any reason. ALSO: Students are allowed two absences — the third and fourth absences will result in a lowering of your final grade by a half-letter grade for each absence. The fifth absence will drop your grade below passing. (An absence is defined as 10 minutes or more late/missing.) Do not bring notes from your doctor — the two absences are to be saved in case of catastrophe, family tragedy, or personal sickness. They are your only allowances, to make sure you attend, contribute to your own education, and succeed. It’s simple: Show up and do your best work! It’s the only way to reach an acceptable level of mastering the course material.
( Course Requirements
(1) Full preparation of assigned readings: Read carefully, take notes, use a dictionary, ask questions, consult a tutor, etc. (2) Active participation — everyone is expected to speak up, take notes, and think in class — you will be graded on this, too. (3) Completion of writing assignments, research exercises, free-writing, quizzes, etc., both in and outside of class-instruction time.

( Basic Rules for the Classroom
(1) No cell phones or other forms of electronic interruption. (2) Classroom etiquette: Act with courtesy when class is underway; for example, if you’re late, ask classmates AFTER the session for an update on what you missed; etc. (3) Civil discussion: No name-calling or any such viciousness over disagreements. (4) Food and drink are OK, but don’t go overboard or disrupt with eating noises. (5) Dig into the class. Be enthusiastic if possible, or at least offer questions, comments, and even relevantly provocative statements when you have the floor to speak.

( Paper Details
(1) Students should prepare papers with a computer word-processing program and submit complete drafts in standard hardcopy format, stapled and thoroughly proofread.

(2) Paper layout follows the basic Modern Languages Association (MLA) style, as follows:

[LAST NAME] 1

[YOUR NAME]

English 102-G

Spring 2008 – [PAPER NUMBER/TOPIC]

Your Own Original Title for This Essay


Start each paragraph with a five-space indent.  Cite last name and page number in the upper

right-hand corner of every page, as on the first. Write a paper that truly rocks. One really good paper can

change the world! Etc. …

------------------------------------------------------------page break---------------------------------------------------------------

[LAST NAME & PAGE #]

Works Cited

Muller, Gilbert H., ed. The New World Reader: Thinking and Writing About the Global Community. 2nd ed.

Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 2008.

Orwell, George. Down and Out in Paris and London. NY: Harvest, 1933.

(3) Acceptable formatting also requires double-spacing, 10- or 12-point typeface, and a one-inch margin on all sides. PLEASE PRINT ON ONLY ONE SIDE OF EACH SHEET OF PAPER.
(4) The Computerized Tutoring Center is available in Room L112 in the basement for orientation, e-mail set-up, technical assistance, and basic instruction. Questions can be referred to phone #773.907.4891 or e-mail eiehl@ccc.edu. It’s up to you to take care of the technical details.

(5) When you turn in a revision, ALWAYS staple ALL prior drafts behind your updated paper.

( The Final Research Paper
The final paper will challenge students to mix critical thinking and writing skills, grounded in solid research. Class exercises will progressively introduce the citing and documenting of sources by the MLA system. And students will eventually choose a subject for a final argumentative paper that fits within the overall theme. According to The New World Reader, “globalization” refers to “the consolidation of societies around the world due to international trade, economic interdependence, the reach of information technologies, and the possible resulting loss of local [culture]…and resources” (517). This theme also involves issues of world conflict, immigration, social values, and preservation of the environment, per topics from The New World Reader (for more details, see chapter summaries on pages xxiv-xxvi of your textbook). These global issues provoke controversy and debate, involving major questions and proposals. Here are the basic questions to consider:

( The Final Research Paper (continued…)

COURSE QUESTIONS, THEMES, AND FINAL RESEARCH TOPICS

· Is the U.S. becoming a universal nation? American National Identity in a Global Context
· How does the world perceive the U.S., and vice versa? U.S.A. Versus the World
· Does language unify or divide? The Politics of Language in a Multicultural Nation/World
· Are concepts of sex and gender roles changing? Global Intimacy, Family, and Identity
· What are the consequences of globalization? Ethical Questions and International Challenges
· Whose culture is it, anyway? Cultural Conflict in a Multicultural Nation/World
· Is conflict avoidable? The West Versus the Rest: Globalization, Civilization, and Warfare
· What is the just response to violence? The Practicality of War on Terrorism
· Will technology bring us together? Globalization and Technological Revolution
· Can we reduce disease and poverty? Global Economic Health and Social Justice
· Can we preserve the environment? Environmental Costs of Globalization and the Fate of the Earth
These are very broad topics of inquiry, so students will narrow and refine an area of interest into a specific, detailed argument, fleshed out in a six-to-eight-page paper.



( Grade Breakdown

Participation


= 10%


Free-writes/Quizzes

= 10%


Paper #1/Orwell

= 10% (revision)     }


Paper #2/Globalization Topic
= 10% (revision)
}
+Re-Revision of 1, 2, or 3

Paper #3/International Policy
= 10% (revision)     }



Paper #4/Media Journal
= 10%


Final Paper Proposal

= 2.5%


Final Paper Draft

= 5%


Final Presentation

= 2.5%


Final Paper


= 30%


===================================================================================================


Scale



90-100
=
A (Exceptional)

80-89 = 
B (Good)

70-79 = 
C (Acceptable)

60-69
= 
D

BELOW
=
F


===================================================================================================

( Plagiarism

According to The St. Martin’s Guide to Writing, “Plagiarism is the act of using the words and ideas of others as if they were your own.” An intentional act of plagiarism involves the attempt by a student to dodge all or some of a writing assignment by trying to pass off someone else’s words as one’s own. This will result in automatic failure of the course.
On the other hand, unintentional plagiarism involves the use of others’ text by accidental or careless drafting, without acknowledging the source. To avoid plagiarism: Whenever using a source word-for-word, always be sure to quote carefully and appropriately. And whenever using others’ ideas in general, be sure to cite your source. Overall, the great majority of the writing in a paper should be your own original thought and wording.

Using web resources and in-class writing to compare with multiple drafts, the instructor will check for plagiarism when necessary. Keep consistent by doing your own work on time every time, and be careful when using sources of any kind. Careless work that plagiarizes will result in failure of the assignment.

( General Criteria for Evaluating Papers
Analysis, Research, Documentation, Critical Reading, Correct English, Proper Manuscript Format

The instructor will expand on these criteria and explicitly spell out which areas are emphasized in every assignment. A few notes: (1) Papers must be typewritten in standard, grammatical English. (2) Papers are due at the time specified on the syllabus and by the teacher.
( Disclaimer
All assignments and scheduling are subject to changes per class progression and instructor choice. Also, specific readings/exercises might change if alternatives arise.

( FINAL THOUGHTS
Overall, you are strongly urged to consult the teacher during office hours with any questions or requests for assistance that you cannot fit into class time. Moreover, resources exist throughout Truman to assist and enhance your education; for example, writing tutors are available at the Tutoring Center in L129 (contact ajohnston@ccc.edu, or find out more under “Student Services” on the Truman web site). The teacher will sometimes recommend or require tutoring sessions in order to bring a paper up to passing-grade. Also, consider your teacher a resource for tutoring, course advice, and career counseling.

( A Personal Statement
This is your education, so strive for excellence. Why? ...because you can! Distinguish yourself with superior work. Get the most out of everything you do at school. Justify your pride in a job well done. With ideas like these, I took on college as the first in my family to attend.

I know your life includes employment, family, and many other pursuits beyond this class, but please do your best to commit the time and effort required. Likewise, I will do my best to be a resource for your success, because I remember what it was like to juggle my time in college between study, work, and life.

This course will be challenging, but I am available to help you get the most out of Composition 102. It’s my goal to see you through the class successfully. I look forward to working with you to produce your best writing, and I hope you enjoy the semester!

Benjamin Ortiz, Assistant Professor of Journalism, Literature, and Writing

(CALENDAR: Dates, Topics, Assignments, and Schedule

NOTES: (1) A complete schedule follows, and so you are expected to complete your work and know what’s coming up, even if you miss class. (2) For an on-line archive of course handouts and assignments (to be updated weekly), visit the instructor’s web site — just click on “SPRING 2008: Composition 102-G” under “ARCHIVES” at:

http://www.benortiz.com/classes
 
(…and feel free to post your questions & comments!)

WEEK ONE


First day
(Question #1: Should you be in this class? (PRE-REQUISITE = ENGLISH 101)

of class!
(Questionnaire and Class Roll Call (Review syllabus pages 1-4)

(Teacher introduction

(Response to questionnaires


(Overview of Syllabus, Texts, and Topics + Q&A

(READING HOMEWORK FOR THE NEXT CLASS –

(1) HANDOUT-excerpt from George Orwell:

Down and Out in Paris and London. NY: Harcourt, 1933.

(2) Orwell’s essay “Shooting an Elephant” (online)

<http://www.george-orwell.org/Shooting_an_Elephant/0.html>




(3) “What Is Plagiarism?” (HANDOUT)

(4) NWR 1-5 (through “Narration…) and 215-217 (“The Challenge…”)



THE NEXT SESSION WILL MEET IN THE CLASSROOM AND THEN MOVE TO THE WAC-



COMPUTER LAB – PLEASE READ THOROUGHLY AND BE READY TO SPEND THE NEXT



SESSION DRAFTING YOUR FIRST PAPER ON COMPUTER…

IF YOU DO NOT PREPARE THE READING, YOU CANNOT SUCCESSFULLY COMPLETE THE FIRST PAPER DRAFT.

Day Two
(WAC-LAB Instruction on Basic Paper Format & Paper #1:

1/17


IN COMPARISON or CONTRAST TO ORWELL, WRITE 1 to 2 PAGES on

A SIGNIFICANT JOB, RESIDENCE, TASK, or SITUATION FROM YOUR LIFE:



TIPS FOR PAPER #1 –

• ¶1-2: Fully summarize the Orwell reading of your choice.

• Then, in the next paragraph transition to your own experience and establish a thesis regarding your ultimate opinion on the reading and your relevant job/residence/task/or situation.

• Explain the thesis to your reader with at least two more paragraphs of development.

• Finish the essay with a concluding paragraph.

• Be descriptive throughout, and back up your thesis. Draft and complete this assignment in class.

• IF YOU DO NOT FINISH, DON’T WORRY! YOU WILL HAVE A CHANCE TO

REVISE YOUR DRAFT NEXT WEEK FOR A GRADE, SO JUST DO YOUR BEST!

(READING HOMEWORK

FOR THE NEXT CLASS: Kristof (NWR 11-17), Bordo (18-25), and Talwar (413-417)

WEEK TWO

Day One
FREEWRITE or QUIZ on READING

1/22

(INTRODUCTORY IDEAS
Q: What is globalization and why is it significant? (CCC VISION 2011)



A: DEFINITION + THREE CONCEPTS

1. Citizenship

2. Sustainability

3. Leadership

(INTRODUCTORY DISCUSSION: Understanding globalization through very specific examples — TOPICS: Loving, Eating, and Living



(GROUP WORK: Purpose, tips, and reporting back (presenter/recorder/leader)



(TIPS ON READING: Four items to identify when reading an essay…

1. THESIS (main point and overall argument)

2. RHETORIC (tone, style, organization, category of essay)

3. PROOF (evidence, research, reasoning)

4. KEY PHRASES (particularly good examples of important quotes)

(GROUP then CLASS DISCUSSION

(Slums HANDOUT



(RESEARCH HOMEWORK FOR NEXT CLASS:

The instructor will e-mail a link for a list of international English-language news sites posted on his web site. First, consider the definition of “globalization” in the NWR glossary. Using one international English-language news site, search for the term “globalization,” consider what you read, and propose a specific example of what the term means. Alternately, check out Google and do a search under the NEWS section for “globalization.” Bring your ideas and a print-out of one article to class.

Day Two
(Group Work: Discuss research assignment

1/24


KEYS to RESEARCH DISCUSSION: (1. process + 2. content + 3. your reaction)

(Writing Tutor Visit

(Return, Q/A, and discussion of Paper #1 / Criteria + Tips (HANDOUTS) for revision

REVISION OF PAPER #1 DUE A WEEK FROM TODAY FOR GRADING.


(Writing Instruction




(1) How do you write an essay? (Word(Sentence(Paragraph(Essay)




(2) Sample ¶ HANDOUT (3) Thesis HANDOUT (4) Student sample paper

(5) Plagiarism article review



(Recap of Group Work plus class discussion of research homework

(READING HOMEWORK FOR NEXT CLASS: Giddens (NWR 235-243)



REMEMBER THE FOUR ITEMS TO IDENTIFY WHEN READING A TEXT, and BE SURE

TO HIGHLIGHT KEY WORDS FROM THE READING ASSIGNMENT!
NOTE: THE NEXT CLASS MEETS OUTSIDE OF THE LIBRARY, IN THE BASEMENT.
WEEK THREE

Day One
(NOTE: Final draft of Paper #1 due no later than the next class, with rough drafts.)

1/29

Meet outside of the library for roll call…

(Library Orientation (be ready with terms from assigned essays for searches)…

(RESEARCH CHALLENGE: Choose a country from a list provided — one that you



have never visited — and find (1) a general reference source with basic info,

(2) an atlas entry with maps and global situation, (3) a recent news piece relating

to this country, and (4) a database article relevant to this country. (TAKE 20 mins.)

PLEASE BRING XEROXES & PRINT-OUTS OF WHAT YOU FIND TO THE NEXT CLASS!



(READING HOMEWORK FOR NEXT CLASS: Friedman (NWR 218-222)
WEEK THREE (continued…)

Day Two
HAND IN Paper #1
1/31

FREEWRITE or QUIZ on READING

(Group Work: Research Challenge results



(Class Discussion of Research Challenge (informal presentations)

(Group Work:

“THE SUPER STORY”

Discuss Friedman (FOUR ITEMS + discussion questions)



(READING HOMEWORK FOR NEXT CLASS:

Norberg (NWR 227-231) + Nye (231-234)




versus
Norris (HANDOUT) + Ehrenreich/Fuentes (205-213)

WEEK FOUR

Day One
FREEWRITE or QUIZ on READNG

2/5

(Group Work: Norberg, Nye, Norris, Ehrenreich/Fuentes (4 items + questions)

(Class discussion of reading (plus HANDOUT on McDonald’s in China)

(Brief Screening: Yes Men on fake web sites (Evaluating Web Sites HANDOUT)



(GROUP or SOLO RESEARCH HOMEWORK FOR NEXT CLASS:

Look up a corporate web site, explore, take notes, and bring print-outs. Do you find the site useful? Believable? What is the site’s visual and interactive strategy? Is it a credible source?



(READING HOMEWORK FOR NEXT CLASS:

Diamond (NWR 455-459) and McKibben (459-463)

Day Two
FREEWRITE or QUIZ on READING

2/7

(Group Work: discuss reading (4 items + questions)

(Class discussion of reading

(Review of research homework (process + content + reaction)



(Screening of The Corporation

(READING HOMEWORK FOR NEXT CLASS: Read Baldwin (HANDOUT), Stavans

(NWR 138-146), Foran (134-138), and American Apartheid HANDOUT

WEEK FIVE

Day One
February 12 = President Abraham Lincoln’s Birthday

2/12

NO CLASS TODAY
Day Two
FREEWRITE or QUIZ on READING

2/14

(Group Work: Baldwin, Stavans, Blume, and Apartheid



(Class discussion



(Group Work: Slang Exercise (plus language HANDOUTS) + discussion

(READING HOMEWORK NEXT: Mukherjee (NWR 52-58) and Vargas Llosa (295-303)

(WRITING HOMEWORK: Start an essay on globalization, in response to any one of the essays discussed from Week Two through now. Begin by summarizing the piece of your choice in 2 to 3 paragraphs; after this summary-introduction, establish your own argument/thesis by answering whether or not you agree with the piece, why or why not, and what valuable points the essay makes even if you ultimately don’t agree with it.

FOR THE NEXT CLASS, BRING A CLEAN DRAFT OF YOUR STARTING IDEAS.

LIST OF AUTHORS
KRISTOF, BORDO, TALWAR, GIDDENS, FRIEDMAN, NORBERG, NYE, NORRIS,

THUS FAR

EHRENREICH/FUENTES, DIAMOND, McKIBBEN, BALDWIN, STAVANS, FORAN,

for PAPER #2:

DENTON/MASSEY, MUKHERJEE, VARGAS LLOSA

WEEK SIX
Day One
FREEWRITE or QUIZ on READING

2/19

(Group Work: Mukherjee and Vargas Llosa (4 items + questions)

(Discussion and “Assimilation” article (HANDOUTS) plus reference: Huntington



(RESEARCH HOMEWORK NEXT: Using an on-line database and terms from the

essay you’ve responded to in your draft, try to find a short article that you can cite and incorporate into your draft-in-progress. Read the piece carefully, and bring a copy to class.

(Group Work on beginning of draft for Paper #2 (feedback)


(WRITING HOMEWORK: Build on your first draft after you do the research




homework. Keep the structure of summary-response, and use the

database article you find to back up your basic ideas and argumentative points. PLEASE BRING ANOTHER CLEAN DRAFT TO THE NEXT CLASS…

Day Two
(Group Work: Research homework

2/21

(Instruction for Paper #2: Review of “Making an Argument” and “Incorporating

Sources” (NWR 493-496/498-500)



(Recap of Group Work



(WRITING HOMEWORK: Finalize your first draft this week into 2 to 3 pages to hand

in as Paper #2. The final version will cite and incorporate your focus-essay

and the source you found through original research.

FINAL DRAFT DUE A WEEK FROM TODAY IN CLASS!

(One-on-One Edits: Go over the draft. Focus on the text, ideas, and arguments.

Then, go over it again to make sure the writer is correctly incorporating sources.



(Sample student paper



(ALSO: Be sure to bring the source you found for Paper #2 to the next class, as




well as another updated draft.


( Global Health: Screening of Supersize Me

WEEK SEVEN
Day One
(HANDOUT on “Avoiding Plagiarism” and “Citing Sources”

2/26

(The Works Cited page (NWR 500-507 and Student Sample paper in NWR)

(Criteria HANDOUT for #2

(Group Work: Using the NWR or other resources to access MLA style, format and document the sources in your current draft of Paper #2.

(see also www.dianahacker.com/resdoc/humanities/english.html)

(1) Do the Works Cited page. (2) Check your in-text cites.

(3) Edit the entire draft.

(Global Health: Supersize Me wrap…

PAPER #2 FINAL DRAFT DUE next class, IN CLASS, FOR GRADING!
READING HOMEWORK: “The Wrong America” HANDOUT

Day Two
FREEWRITE or QUIZ on READING

2/28

(Hand in Paper #2.

(Group & Class discussion of “The Wrong America”



(Civil Argument: Jon Stewart and The Daily Show on Hitler

(READING HOMEWORK NEXT:

“A Run on Terror,” “The Hidden Cost,” and “The Black Sites” (HANDOUTS)


+ Rosen (NWR 391-395)

WEEK EIGHT

Day One
FREEWRITE or QUIZ on READING

3/4

(Group Work: Discuss reading assignments



(9/11 clips (HANDOUT)



(Class discussion of readings

(HANDOUT from The Independent:

“…the war on terror made the world a more terrifying place…”



(READING HOMEWORK NEXT: Roy (NWR 395-401) and Gitlin (HANDOUT)

(Osama bin Bush (HANDOUT)

(WRITING HOMEWORK: Draft some thoughts in response to any of the readings

from “The Wrong America” to Gitlin. Bring a clean copy to the next class.

Day Two
(Group Work: Discuss the reading + draft in development.

3/6

(Class discussion



(Draft Group Work and reactions



(Screening of The Dark Art


(READING HOMEWORK NEXT: “INTERROGATION” packet (HANDOUTS)



(GROUP/SOLO RESEARCH HOMEWORK:

Search Google News for the following terms –

• “extraordinary rendition”

• “Geneva Conventions”

• “interrogation” and “torture”
• “Guantánamo prisoners”

• “border security”


• “Patriot Act”

• “Abu Ghraib”


• “American prisoner treatment”
Skim your hits and a few articles, and take notes on what you find.

WEEK NINE:
MID-TERM MARK on 3/12/08

Day One
FREEWRITE or QUIZ on READING

3/11

(Group Work: Discussion of reading homework

(Class discussion of reading and research (process + content)

(“Outsourcing Torture” and “A Deadly Interrogation” (HANDOUTS)

(WRITING HOMEWORK: Paper #3 – Start on a 3 to 4 page argumentative essay using any of the assigned readings on U.S. foreign policy, the war on terrorism, the Iraq War, or interrogation. Formulate a thesis that explains why you agree or disagree with the authors/ideas, and develop your own specific opinion on how the U.S. should handle policy.

ALTERNATE OPTION: Pick a topic and texts you haven’t written on yet, involving international policy and your argumentative position.

DRAFT DUE WEEK 10, DAY ONE.



(Argumentative Paper Structure HANDOUT

+MORE TIPS FOR #3: Try to use the Argumentative Paper Structure as a guide, and be sure to incorporate and document at least three sources from any of the assigned readings or your own research on international policy into the text of your essay and on a Works Cited page.

Day Two
(More on the Argumentative Paper Structure HANDOUT

3/13

(Review of “Incorporating sources” advice (NWR)



(Introduction to Media Criticism (HANDOUT)



(Open discussion on media consumption



(Daily Show interview on the media



(Excerpts from Daily Show and Colbert Report



(RESEARCH HOMEWORK NEXT: Watch, read, and/or listen to the news before the

next class. Take notes, and bring your ideas to class.

SPRING BREAK: 3/17/08 (MONDAY) THROUGH 3/22/08 (SATURDAY)

WEEK TEN
Day One
TURN IN DRAFT OF PAPER #3…


3/25

(Group Work: Discuss the research assignment



(Group reports/presentation on what happened in the news this weekend



(More Daily Show and HANDOUTS

(RESEARCH HOMEWORK: More news!



(READING HOMEWORK FOR NEXT CLASS: Read Huntington (NWR 335-339), Sen

(NWR 345), and Contreras (47-51)
Day Two
FREEWRITE or QUIZ on READING

3/27

(Group Work: Discuss reading & research homework

(Class discussion of media work

(Group/Class discussion of reading homework

(Logical and Argumentative Fallacies (HANDOUTS) plus NWR p.493



(Keyes/Obama (HANDOUT) exercise



(Screening of excerpts from Outfoxed and/or Daily Show

(RESEARCH HOMEWORK: Start a Media Journal (Paper #4) – watch or read the

news, and decide on one source, program, writer, or story to follow over the next two weeks. Write at least four entries (two per week); each entry should have at least one paragraph of summary and one paragraph of response. Finish the project with at least two paragraphs summarizing what you learned from observing the media critically in this assignment overall. REMEMBER TO TAKE CAREFUL NOTES SO YOU CAN EVENTUALLY DOCUMENT SOURCES ON A WORKS CITED PAGE!

DUE NO LATER THAN WEEK 13, DAY ONE, IN CLASS!
WEEK ELEVEN
Day One
(Return of Paper #3 draft and Q/A, plus Criteria, tips, and sample (HANDOUTS)

4/1

(FINAL DRAFT DUE WEEK 12, DAY TWO, IN CLASS, FOR GRADING.
(More screening of Outfoxed


(More of The Daily Show and Colbert Report
Day Two
FREEWRITE or QUIZ on MEDIA HOMEWORK

4/3

(Group Work: Discussion of the Media Journal in process

(Student sample of the Media Journal



(Criteria HANDOUT for #4 (REMEMBER: IT’S DUE on WEEK 13, DAY ONE!)

(HANDOUTS on The Onion
(HOMEWORK NEXT: Be ready to discuss at least one entry from your Media Journal in the next class.



(READING HOMEWORK NEXT: Read NWR 490-494 and start to think of a topic for

the Final Research Paper; bring your ideas to class. ALSO: Review topic

areas on page 2 of the syllabus.

WEEK TWELVE
Day One
(Group work: Discuss Media Journal ideas (DUE A WEEK FROM TODAY!)

4/8

(Final screenings of The Daily Show etc.

(Chat about Final Paper topic ideas

(READING HOMEWORK NEXT: Barber (NWR 261-271)

Day Two
FREEWRITE or QUIZ on READING

4/10

TURN IN FINAL DRAFT OF PAPER #3.

(Group Work: Discussion of reading assignment and text questions



(Class discussion

(HOMEWORK: Decide on a topic for the final research project, and e-mail me your thoughts by 10pm the night before the next class. +FINISH MEDIA JOURNAL!

WEEK THIRTEEN:
LAST DATE for STUDENT-INITIATED DROP on 4/14/08

Day One
TURN IN PAPER #4.

4/15

(Group Work: Discussion of e-mailed topic list (HANDOUT)

(Class discussion

(Review of Student Sample research paper(s)

(RESEARCH HOMEWORK NEXT: Find a Google News article on your topic, and

bring a copy to the next class.



(READING HOMEWORK NEXT: Sample student research paper

(OPTIONAL WRITING HOMEWORK: Re-Revision of Paper 1, 2, or 3 (your choice)

due no later than a week from today in class!



(HEADSTART HANDOUT: Final Paper Specifications

Day Two
FREEWRITE on FINAL PAPER IDEAS & RESEARCH
4/17

LIBRARY WORK and END-SEMESTER HOMEWORK: THE FINAL RESEARCH PAPER

WEEK FOURTEEN

Day One
(Sample student research paper

4/22

(Research Paper final specifications: 6-8 pages, 6-8 sources

SOURCES: 2 books, 2 periodicals (1 mass media, 1 specialized journal),

1 broadcast, 1 personal interview (HANDOUT)

(RESEARCH HOMEWORK: Find at least two database articles and two books on

your topic, and start to sketch your ideas. Make a list of facts, arguments, counter-arguments, and common ground on your topic.

(WRITING HOMEWORK: Read NWR on Outlining (496-497), and turn your notes so far into a thesis statement and outline. Use the Argumentative Structure as the foundation for your outline. Prepare this as your Final Paper Proposal. In this proposal, conclude with at least one full paragraph to sum up your ideas at this point in the process. Bring this to the next class for feedback.
Day Two
(Library Work: Meet outside of the library for roll call.

4/24

(Use your time effectively to get as much research and reading done for your

Final Paper as possible. You should already have enough periodical sources and two books in your topic area from the research you’ve done thus far, so now try to find more sources. Also, maybe talk to the instructor about how you’ll find other sources (interview and broadcast) or where you can do research beyond the Truman library.

(REVIEW Final Paper Proposal for immediate feedback with instructor.

(WRITING HOMEWORK: Develop your Proposal into a Final Paper Draft (3 pages),



for review within a week during a one-on-one conference.

WEEK FIFTEEN

Day One
Library Work: Meet outside the library for roll call.

4/29

(RESEARCH WORK: Finalize research.



(WRITING HOMEWORK: Work up a three-page draft.

(SCHEDULE A CONFERENCE ON THE FINAL PAPER DRAFT WITH THE INSTRUCTOR.

Day Two
NO REGULAR CLASS SESSION TODAY —  INSTEAD, MEET WITH YOUR TEACHER

5/1

TO GO OVER YOUR THREE-PAGE DRAFT — this is a mandatory meeting!


HOMEWORK: Build on your draft, and continue working on the project, DUE




IN ONE WEEK…Be ready to work in the WAC-LAB for the next session!

WEEK SIXTEEN (FINAL WEEK of the SEMESTER!)

Day One
Meet in the WAC-Lab for roll call…

5/6

(IN-CLASS DRAFTING OF FINAL PAPER




SUGGESTION: Finalize your Works Cited page, and proof it for accuracy.



(Final Presentation (HANDOUT)



(LAST ASSIGNMENT: Finish the research paper and prepare a brief presentation.

Day Two
(Hand in Final Research Paper
5/8

(Final Presentations



LAST DAY of CLASS!!!



Enjoy the SUMMER!!!

*********************************************************************************************

TEXT LIST (course reader + articles/films in class)

Center for Media Literacy. “Five Core Concepts/Five Key Questions.” MediaLit Kit. 2002. 5 Sept. 2005 <http://www.medialit.org>.

Conroy, John. “Torturers’ Logic.” Chicago Reader 14 May 2004: 1+.

The Colbert Report. Various excerpts. Comedy Central. 2005-2008.

The Corporation. Dir. Mark Achbar and Jennifer Abbott. Prod. Zeitgeist Video, 2004. DVD. 2005.

The Daily Show With Jon Stewart. Various excerpts. Comedy Central. 2004-2008.

The Dark Art of Interrogation. Host Mark Bowden. The History Channel. 10 July 2005.

Davis, Mike. “Planet of Slums.” Harper’s Magazine June 2004: 17-22.

“Is Torture Ever Justified?” The Economist 22 Sept. 2007: 71-72.

Keyes 2004. “Alan Keyes vs. Barack Obama on the issues.” Campaign flyer. 2004.

Krauthammer, Charles. “Assimilation Key to Immigration.” Chicago Tribune 20 June 2005: 17.

Mackenzie, Debora. “The Hidden Cost of Fighting Bioterror.” NewScientist 5 Mar. 2005: 6-7.

Massey, Douglas S., and Nancy A. Denton. American Apartheid: Segregation and the Making of the Underclass. NY: Harvard UP, 1993.

Mayer, Jane. “The Black Sites: A Rare Look Inside the C.I.A.’s Secret Interrogation Program.” The New Yorker 13 Aug. 2007: 46-57.

-----. “A Deadly Interrogation: Can the C.I.A. Legally Kill a Prisoner.” The New Yorker 14 Nov. 2005: 44-51.

-----. “Outsourcing Torture: The Secret History of America’s ‘Extraordinary Rendition’ Program.” The New Yorker 14 Feb. 2005: 106-123.

McLemee, Scott. “What Is Plagiarism?” The Chronicle of Higher Education 17 Dec. 2004: A9.

Mitchell, Luke. “A Run on Terror: The Rising Cost of Fear Itself.” Harper’s Mar. 2004: 79-80.

Muller, Gilbert H., ed. Selected readings. The New World Reader: Thinking and Writing About the Global Community. 2nd ed. Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 2008.

The Onion. Excerpts. 2005-2008.

“Old McDonald’s Has Some Smarts in China.” Chicago Sun-Times 11 Dec. 2006: 39.

“Opinion Special: Interrogation.” NewScientist 20 Nov. 2004: 42-53.

Outfoxed: Rupert Murdoch’s War on Journalism. Dir. Robert Greenwald. Prod. The Disinformation Co., 2004. DVD. DV1, 2004.

Page, Clarence. “TV’s Argument Shows Get Some Comeuppance.” Chicago Tribune 27 Oct. 2004, final ed., sec. 1: 25.

“The Real Price of Freedom.” The Economist 22 Sept. 2007: 17-18

Sen, Antara Dev, and Dinesh D’Souza. “The Wrong America.” openDemocracy.net 16 Aug. 2004.

Sengupta, Kim, and Patrick Cockburn. “How the War on Terror Made the World a More Terrifying Place.” The Independent 28 Feb. 2007. 28 Feb. 2007 <http://news.independent.co.uk/>.

Supersize Me. Dir. Morgan Spurlock. Prod. Hart Sharp Video, 2004. DVD. Goldwyn, 2005.

Thomas, Mike. “All the News That’s Fit to Laugh At.” Red Streak 30 Sept. 2004: 3.

The Yes Men. Dir. Dan Ollman, Sarah Price, and Chris Smith. Prod. United Artists, 2004. DVD. MGM Home Entertainment, 2005.
REQUIRED TEXTS


• Muller, Gilbert H., ed. The New World Reader: Thinking and Writing About the Global Community. 2nd ed. Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 2008.


• +Works and handouts in class — keep an organized folder for reference.


Strongly Recommended


• A college writer’s handbook, with complete grammar and style guides.





Public Service Announcement: The Importance of Reading


“…without the self-consciousness that reading provides, we cannot think our culture, we can only be thought by it … being able to read is a large part of what it means to be human as opposed to being a mere social function.”


—Curtis White, The Middle Mind: Why Americans Don’t Think for Themselves, 2003








DATES to REMEMBER for YOUR OWN Planning








1/21/08 (Mon.): MLK Jr.’s Birthday (NO CLASS)


2/12/08 (Tues.): Pres. Lincoln’s B-Day (NO CLASS)


3/12/08 (Wed.): Spring 2008 Mid-Term Mark


3/17-22/08 (Mon.-Sat.): SPRING BREAK


4/14/08 (Mon.): Last day for student-initiated withdrawal from classes. . . . .


5/10/08 (Sat.): Spring 2008 semester ends!





Help is on the way!...


Basic Resources for Success





1. Tutors (sign-up in L129)


2. Grammar web sites & computer programs


3. Office hours with the teacher
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